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AUSTRALIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
Statement 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]: I was born in Harbin, where I spent the first 15 years 
of my life. Harbin used to have the largest Jewish community in the Far East. After the Russian Revolution in 
1917, many Jewish people fled Russia to Harbin. It was estimated that at the peak, 20 000 Jewish people lived in 
Harbin in the first half of the twentieth century. Among them were the parents of Ehud Olmert, the Prime Minister 
of Israel between 2006 and 2009. 

Since coming to Australia, some of my very good friends have been Jewish Australians. I was appalled to hear the 
news on my way home on Thursday last week that federal Treasurer Josh Frydenberg’s campaign posters had been 
vandalised with references to Hitler and fascism. According to the ABC news, one poster had a Hitler moustache and 
the devil’s horns drawn on it. Another one had “right-wing facist”, meaning “fascist”, written on it. Mr Frydenberg 
issued a statement saying — 

It’s one thing for these cowards to graffiti a sign, but it’s another thing altogether to invoke the horrors of 
the Holocaust and the evils of Hitler and the Nazis. 

Mr Frydenberg’s mother was Jewish. She escaped the Holocaust and arrived in Australia from Hungary in 1950. 
Mr Frydenberg’s Jewish heritage is well known, and there is clearly a racist undertone when references to Hitler 
and the Nazis are made against a person of Jewish heritage. I agree that they should be ashamed of themselves for 
this cowardly act. I will always stand with the Australian Jewish community and, indeed, all decent Australians in 
the fight against racism. 

House adjourned at 9.56 pm 
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